Our Ears and
Types of
Hearing Loss

The 3 Main Parts of The Human Ear:
1. Outer Ear

The pinna brings sound into the ear canal where they hit and
vibrate the ear drum.
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2. Middle Ear

The 3 tiny bones (malleus, incus and stapes), also known as the
ossicles, pick up the vibrations from the ear drum, amplify them,
and send them to the cochlea.
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3. Inner Ear

Tiny hair cells inside the cochlea convert the vibrations into electric
signals, which are then sent to the brain through the hearing
nerve. This makes up our hearing system.
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The semi-circular canals in the inner ear respond to head Outer Ear Middle Ear Inner Ear

rotations. Electrical signals are sent to the brain through the
vestibular nerve. This makes up our balance system.

The 3 Main Types of Hearing Loss:

Conductive Hearing Loss | Sensorineural Hearing Loss | Mixed Hearing Loss
* This happens when sound * This happens when the inner ear is * This happens when
travelling through the outer and unable to convert sound into electric components of conductive
middle ear is unable to fully signals to be sent by the hearing and sensorineural hearing
enter the inner ear nerve to the brain loss are both present
* Causes: excessive ear wax, * Causes: ageing, prolonged loud noise
damage to the ear drum or exposure, infection and disease in the
ossicles, fluid in the middle ear, inner ear, ototoxic medications,
infection in the outer or middle congenital or hereditary
ear abnormalities
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